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A
mericans United celebrated its 75th anniversary 

in 2022. It was a bittersweet time. While we were 

proud to mark three-quarters of a century of work 

defending the separation of church and state, we 

faced escalating challenges to that principle – in large part 

thanks to the U.S. Supreme Court.

On June 24, the high court overturned Roe v. Wade, the 

1973 decision that protected the right to legal abortion. 

Blithely dismissing 49 years of precedent, the court majority 

declared that the matter would be left to the states - where 

many lawmakers immediately began imposing their personal 

religious views on everyone else by either banning abortion 

outright or enacting such onerous restrictions that the 

procedure is all but unobtainable.

A few days later, the far-right court majority ruled in favor of a 

high school football coach in Washington state who insisted he 

had a right to pray with students after games at the 50-yard-

line. Disregarding what a lower federal court called a “deceitful 

narrative” in the case, the court insisted that the coach’s 

prayers were private – even though students said they felt 

pressured to join the prayers, which occurred under blazing 

lights and cameras in front of thousands of people in the 

middle of a football field. Americans United, which defended 

the school district in the case in the face of an aggressive 

attack led by a Christian Nationalist legal group, called the 

ruling in Kennedy v. Bremerton School District “the greatest 

loss of religious freedom in our country in generations.” 

As if that were not enough, the high court also ruled in a case 

from Maine that, under certain conditions, states may be 

required to extend taxpayer funding to private religious schools. 

Aside from these appalling rulings, we saw a host of other attacks on church-state separation nationwide from 

an emboldened Christian Nationalist movement, including religiously inspired book bans in public schools and an 

alarming escalation of assaults on the rights of LGBTQ+ people.

Yet Americans United also saw victories in 2022 and helped hundreds of Americans secure their religious freedom 

rights. During this 75th anniversary year, Americans United rededicated itself to shoring up and protecting church-

state separation, as we are convinced that without this foundational principle, America’s democracy cannot survive. 

We thank all our members, supporters, donors, activists, volunteers, and others – Americans from all walks of life – 

who labor with us to ensure that we all have the right to worship, or not, as dictated by individual conscience and 

not from government pressure.

2

17

8

477

56

1,400

12,137

5,539

191

264,700

183

At a Glance

LAWSUITS PENDING

AMICUS BRIEFS 
FILED

VIOLATIONS 
INVESTIGATED

PRE-LITIGATION  
DEMAND LETTERS

STATE BILLS 
TRACKED

MESSAGES SENT 
TO LAWMAKERS

PEOPLE TOOK 
ACTION FOR AU

STUDENT ESSAY
CONTEST ENTRIES

SOCIAL MEDIA 
FOLLOWERS

BLOG POSTS

Cover images: (TOP LEFT) Andrew L. Seidel signing copies of his new book American Crusade. (BOTTOM LEFT) Youth Organizing Fellows posing with 
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Statement of Financial Position 
September 30, 2022

Assets

Current Assets
Property and Equipment
Other Assets
Total Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets

Current Liabilities
Long Term Liabilities
Total Liabilities 

Net Assets

Without Donor Restrictions
Without Donor Restrictions - 
  Board Designated
With Donor Restrictions
Total Net Assets 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$18,067,320
$610,026

$3,184,534
$21,861,880

$1,490,703
$4,965,531

$6,456,234

$7,640,249

$7,614,665
$150,732

 $15,405,646

$21,861,880

Board of TrusteesFinancials

The Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones, Chair
Psychologist, Pisgah Institute

Jim Winkler, Vice Chair
Former President & General Secretary, National Council 
of Churches

Gary A. Carleton, Esq., Treasurer
Principal, Carleton Law PLLC

Jason Stewart, Secretary
I.T. Project Manager, expert.ai

The Rev. Nancy Brink
Director of Church Relations, Chapman University

Ouida Brown, Esq.
Attorney, Private Practice

Nancy Friedman, Esq.
President, Houston Chapter

Michele (Shelly) Henry, Esq.
Attorney, Craig Henry Law Firm

Mara Keisling
Former Founding Executive Director, National Center 
for Transgender Equality

Murali Balaji
Principal, Maruthi Education Consulting

Albert Schneider 
Business Consultant & Early Stage Investor, Co-Founder 
and Past Chairman of Pasadena Angels

Jeff Sharlet 
Professor in the Art of Writing, Dartmouth College

Eddie Tabash, Esq.
Attorney, Private Practice

Sam K. Weisman, PhD
Clinical Psychologist, Private Practice
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The legal landscape is challenging, but in 2022, AU 

waged a wide variety of court battles to protect church-

state separation and defend religious minorities, 

LGBTQ+ people, women, and other vulnerable groups 

against religion-based discrimination and deprivation.

Fighting discrimination in foster 
care 

AU obtained a victory on behalf of Kelly Easter, who was 

initially barred by a religiously affiliated agency from 

serving as a foster parent for refugee children under a 

federal program because she is a lesbian. After we filed 

suit, the agency reversed course and allowed Kelly to 

take part in the program. 

AU also filed a lawsuit on behalf of Elizabeth and Gabriel 

Rutan-Ram, who were denied an opportunity to adopt 

a child by a state-funded, religiously affiliated agency 

because they are Jewish.

We continued in 2022 to litigate two similar cases: One is 

on behalf of Aimee Maddonna, who was prohibited from 

serving as a foster parent by a state-funded evangelical 

Protestant agency because she is Roman Catholic. The 

other is on behalf of Fatma Marouf and Bryn Esplin, 

whom a federally funded Catholic agency excluded from 

serving as foster parents for refugee children because, 

as a married same-sex couple, they did not “mirror the 

Holy Family.”

Preserving civil rights and 
equality for all

AU fought to preserve the religious freedom of religious 

minorities, LBGTQ+ people, and other marginalized 

groups in a wide variety of other contexts:

After we convinced a federal court to block a 

Trump Administration regulation that would have 

given health care providers and employees broad 

privileges to refuse to provide health-care services 

on religious grounds, the Biden Administration 

proposed new regulations that would substantially 

improve protections for patients against religiously 

motivated denials of health care.

AU continued to defend the San Jose Unified School 

District against a lawsuit by a religious student club 

that seeks to discriminate against LGBTQ+ students 

in violation of a school-district policy. 

We opposed an appeal by a religious childcare 

agency that aims to scuttle a settlement with 

Kentucky that protects children in the state’s care 

from religious proselytization, religious coercion, 

and mistreatment based on their sexual orientation 

or gender identity. 

AU proceeded with litigation on behalf of Mark 

Janny, an atheist parolee who was returned to jail 

for refusing to participate in worship and Bible study 

at a rescue mission. 

Through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit, 

Americans United obtained documents shedding 

more light on the Trump Administration’s anti-

Muslim travel ban.

Elizabeth and Gabriel Rutan-Ram

Americans United is defending separation 
of church and state in the courts 
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Battling a radical Supreme Court 

The increasing radicalization of the U.S. Supreme Court 

presented serious challenges to Americans United 

in 2022. Decisions that undermined church-state 

separation included:

In Shurtleff v. Boston, the court forced Boston to 

fly the Christian flag over city hall, the same flag 

insurrectionists carried when they stormed the U.S. 

Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

In Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health, the court 

overturned Roe v. Wade and gave the green light to 

state legislators who began imposing their personal 

religious views on everyone by banning abortion in 

states around the country. 

In Carson v. Makin, the court forced Maine taxpayers 

to fund religious indoctrination at private religious 

schools.

In Kennedy v. Bremerton School District – the case in 

which AU defended the school district and students’ 

religious freedom – the court adopted a “deceitful 

narrative” to hold that a public school football 

coach imposing prayer on other people’s children at 

the center of the field just after games was really 

offering a personal, private prayer. 

In response to these radical decisions, AU began to 

prepare groundbreaking litigation in state courts to 

challenge abortion bans under church-state provisions 

of state constitutions. We filed briefs and sent letters 

explaining that core precedents protecting religious 

freedom and church-state separation remain standing 

after the Kennedy ruling. And we submitted filings 

explaining that the Carson decision does not apply 

outside the context of voucher-like programs.

In addition, in 303 Creative v. Elenis, AU joined a friend-of-

the-court brief in the Supreme Court opposing a lawsuit 

by a website designer that seeks a religious exemption 

from an anti-discrimination law so that it can refuse to 

provide services for weddings of same-sex couples.

Securing non-litigation solutions 

Americans United’s Legal Department also wins cases 

outside of the courtroom. Here is just one example: In 

Arkansas, a public high school ended its practice of 

including prayers in its graduation ceremonies after we 

wrote to the school district to explain that the practice 

was unconstitutional.  A complaint about the prayers was 

one of nearly 500 inquiries AU received in 2022 from 

members of the public reporting a First Amendment 

violation. Fortunately, we were able to resolve many of 

these violations without going to court. 
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Americans United works to educate legislators at all 

levels – including U.S. senators and House members, 

state lawmakers, and local elected officials – about the 

importance of church-state separation.

Mobilizing support for church-
state separation in the states

AU tracked and analyzed more than 1,400 bills nationwide 

in the 2022 state legislative session, and we mobilized 

against a range of religious freedom threats, from 

private school vouchers to broad religious exemptions.

 

Here are just a few notable examples:

Oklahoma: AU worked with in-state advocates to 

defeat a bill that would have created a new voucher 

program. 

Nebraska: AU helped stop a bill that would allow 

health care practitioners to use religion as an excuse 

to refuse to provide health care services, providing 

analysis and guidance for our in-state allies. 

Americans United advocates in Congress, 
state legislatures and local communities 

Louisiana: AU worked with a coalition of national 

and in-state allies to secure a governor’s veto of a 

bill that would have exempted houses of worship 

from emergency orders. 

West Virginia: AU helped stop the legislature from 

enacting a Religious Freedom Restoration Act, which 

would have allowed people to use religion as a guise 

to discriminate against and harm others.

Working with the Biden
Administration to advance and 
protect religious freedom 

Shortly after President Joe Biden took office in January 

2021, Americans United issued an “Agenda to Restore & 

Protect Religious Freedom” - a list of key steps we urged 

the new Administration to take to shore up religious 

freedom. In 2022, AU laid the groundwork for big changes 

that will rescind harmful Trump policies that foster 

discrimination and violate individual rights. AU staff 

members met with senior Biden Administration officials, 

led coalition efforts to advocate for new policies, and 

provided expert analysis to coalition partners and key 

Capitol Hill staff.

In addition:

AU commented on proposed rules that addressed 

how to limit religious exemptions to laws barring 

discrimination in health care and education.

We also looked ahead to 2023, when we anticipate 

the Biden Administration will propose new regulations 

to overturn Trump policies requiring public 

universities to allow religious student groups to 

discriminate; allowing health care providers to deny 

people health care services; and allowing employers 

and universities to deny people the Affordable Care 

Act’s birth control benefit.  
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Fighting taxpayer-funded 
discrimination 

For more than two decades, Americans United has led 

the Coalition Against Religious Discrimination (CARD), 

a collection of more than 50 religious, civil rights, 

education, reproductive rights, labor, LGBTQ+, secular, 

and women’s organizations that advocate against 

government-funded religious discrimination. 

For example, the House passed a bill to modernize a 

major social service program – the Community Services 

Block Grant (CSBG) – which had not been updated since 

1998. AU worked with a range of allies in the CARD 

coalition to ensure that the modernized version of the 

bill dropped a harmful provision that allows taxpayer-

funded employment discrimination and threatens the 

rights of beneficiaries who receive services under CSBG-

funded programs, which had imperiled past attempts to 

update the program.

Public education and vouchers 

Americans United is a leading voice for ensuring that 

public schools remain inclusive for all students as they 

have increasingly become targets of religious extremists. 

In the wake of the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Maine 

private school funding case, AU stepped up its work in 

opposition to private school vouchers. We explained 

that while the ruling was a disappointment, it did not 

require any states to establish a voucher plan.

States remain free to fund only public schools – and AU 

supports that position. To protect public school funding, 

AU serves as co-chair of the National Coalition for 

Public Education (NCPE), which mobilizes more than 

50 member organizations to ensure public money goes 

only to public schools and not to private schools through 

voucher schemes.

One of NCPE’s top priorities is to eliminate the 

Washington, D.C., school voucher plan, the nation’s only 

federally funded voucher program, and until that time, 

ensure the vouchers do not fund discrimination. In 2022, 

for the first time, both the U.S. House of Representatives 

and Senate proposed to add civil rights protections 

for students who are in the D.C. voucher program.

AU is determined to ensure that no one faces 

discrimination in a taxpayer-funded program. 

AU worked to raise awareness about the connection 

between right-wing attacks on public education and 

private-school vouchers at a hearing held by U.S. Rep. 

Jamie Raskin (D-MD). The hearing examined curriculum 

sabotage and classroom censorship, and we refuted 

the false claims that vouchers are a solution to these 

manufactured education controversies. 

THE DO NO HARM ACT

The Do No Harm Act, which helps ensure that 

religion cannot be misused to discriminate or 

cause harm to people, was first introduced in 

Congress in 2015. Since then, Americans United 

has led efforts to pass this crucial legislation.

The House version of the bill, H.R. 1378, was 

introduced by U.S. Reps. Bobby Scott, Steve 

Cohen, Jamie Raskin, and Mary Gay Scanlon; in 

2022, it had 206 co-sponsors.

The Senate version is S. 2752. It was introduced 

by U.S. Sen. Cory Booker and had 35 co-sponsors.

The Do No Harm Act has been endorsed by 100 

leading civil rights, LGBTQ+, reproductive rights, 

health, labor, religious, and secular organizations.

AU President and CEO Rachel Laser speaks with Sen. Raphael 
Warnock’s staff about the importance of the Do No Harm Act.
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Americans United is mobilizing activists 
across America 
Through outreach and engagement, Americans United 

works to empower Americans nationwide – of all faiths 

and none – to support and defend separation of church 

and state. 

Engaging faith communities

AU’s Faith Advisory Council (FAC) is composed of faith 

leaders who publicly champion church-state separation 

and work with AU to deepen our relationships within 

different religious and spiritual communities. In 2022, 

Americans United provided the FAC with in-depth updates 

on three key Supreme Court cases and their potential 

impact on our work: Carson v. Makin, Dobbs v. Jackson 

Women’s Health Organization, and the Kennedy case.

Members provided important feedback and ideas on 

how we could engage faith communities to respond to 

these and future cases being decided by an increasingly 

hostile court. We also took initial steps to brainstorm 

what a National Recommitment to Church-State 

Separation campaign could look like and specifically how 

faith communities could contribute and be activated.

The FAC in 2022 welcomed the Rev. Douglas Avilesbernal, 

executive minister of the Evergreen Association of 

American Baptist Churches in Washington state and one 

of the local faith leaders who was instrumental in our 

work on the Kennedy v. Bremerton School District case.

Raising up a new generation of 
leaders 

Members of AU’s third cohort for the Youth Organizing 

Fellowship (YOF) continue to collaborate, publish, 

present, and organize to advance the church-state 

separation movement alongside the many other values 

it touches. Through this program, the fellows participate 

in workshops and activities about AU messaging, public 

speaking, advocacy, leadership, and goal setting. It was an 

important milestone for the program and for the fellows 

to build strong connections and work on plans to advocate 

for church-state separation in their communities. This 

flagship program joins our new Legal Academy launched 

in 2022 to help the next generation of civil rights and 

public-interest litigators create and defend a democracy 

that truly benefits and includes everyone.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: AU employees Kate Duis and Brian Silva, guest 
Michael Freeman, David Norr Youth Activist Award Winner Ramya Sinha, 
AU employees Alicia Johnson and David Morris

AU was proud to name Ramya Sinha, who stirred up

some good trouble at her school, the recipient of our

David Norr Youth Activist Award for 2022. The Youth

Activist Award is named in honor of the late David Norr, 

who  staunchly  backed  the  principle  of  church-state 

separation  and  generously  supported  Americans 

United for more than 25 years.
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Seidel discussing his book American Crusade during a fireside chat with 
Brandon Wolf at the FreeFlo (Freethought Florida) conference in Orlando.

Educating about the Supreme 
Court 

Prior to the release of the Kennedy v. Bremerton 

School District ruling, AU’s Outreach and Engagement 

Department undertook a number of educational efforts 

to inform people about the case and its possible impact. 

These included: 

Developed a Toolkit for Activists that provided an 

easy-to-reference guide about the case, how it affects 

everyday people, and frequently asked questions. 

Led a story collection call to action for students, 

parents, and educators about their experiences with 

religion in public schools. 

Mobilized the Faith Advisory Council to develop 

and deploy an online letter signed by over 100 faith 

leaders in support of AU’s view of the case.

Wrote an open letter for community members to 

sign and show similar support.

On the road again 

2022 saw the return of some in-person events, with 

Americans United staff members traveling around the 

country to speak on church-state issues. Of course, a 

number of events were still held virtually.

Here are some highlights: 

AU President and CEO Rachel Laser spoke to an 

undergraduate class in person at Georgetown 

University on “LGBTQ Rights & Religious Freedom.” 

She also spoke in Santa Fe, N.M., on the topic 

“Fighting to Save Our Democracy: Why Maintaining 

the Wall Between Religion and Government is an 

American Imperative.”

Adrianne Spoto, an AU legal fellow, moderated the 

panel for Greater Houston’s annual meeting event 

titled “Church-State Separation Affects Everyone.”

AU Legal Fellow Alex Bodaken spoke on “The 

Current Status of Church and State” virtually at an 

event at the Venice Unitarian Church in Florida.

Rob Boston, editor of Church & State, spoke at the 

First Unitarian Humanist Group in Pittsburgh on 

“Democracy vs. Theocracy: The Christian Nationalist 

Assault on Religious Freedom.”

VP of Strategic Communications Andrew L. Seidel guest 

lectured at his alma mater Tulane University for a class 

on Christian Nationalism and gave several talks around 

the country on his new book, American Crusade: How 

the Supreme Court is Weaponizing Religious Freedom.

Community education efforts  

In 2022, the AU Action Network, a program AU launched 

in 2021 to give our supporters concrete actions they can 

take to help further the cause of church-state separation, 

reached 874 subscribers. AU has 17 chapters in 13 states 

and one network group. 

Space precludes listing all the events held by AU 

chapters in 2022. Here are some highlights: 

The South Jersey network group hosted a virtual 

meeting titled “Public Schools: Rise of Church/State 

Violations” featuring AU Staff Attorney Ian Smith. 

The Nashville AU Chapter and AU Youth Organizing 

Fellows PY Liu, Indu Kumar, and Nicole Li presented 

a program titled “Defending Religious Equality in 

Tennessee.” 
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The Orange County, Calif., chapter hosted several 

events throughout the year, including a screening 

of the film “Call Me Kuchu” about the struggles of 

the LGBTQ community in Uganda, and a speech 

by Evan Clark, executive director of Atheists 

United, speaking on “How Atheist Communities are 

Reframing Separation of Church and State.” 

The Central Savannah River, Ga., & Houston 

chapters jointly hosted a virtual event titled 

“Should Religious Gatherings Be Exempt from 

Public Health Restrictions?” 

The Delaware Valley Chapter in eastern Pennsylvania 

and New Jersey hosted an event that featured 

Katherine Stewart who spoke on “The Dangerous 

Rise of Religious Nationalism.” 

The Atlantic Coast Chapter in Florida hosted a panel 

discussion on “LGBTQ+ Rights are a Church-State 

Issue.”

The Maryland chapter tabled at the Hagerstown 

Pride Festival. 

The Saint Louis chapter had a booth at the annual 

Pridefest celebration in Tower Grove Park.

The Greater Naples Chapter in Florida distributed 

AU materials in the Collier County high schools for 

Religious Freedom Day. The chapter also hosted a 

luncheon event where it presented the Turner Civic 

Award to the Rev. Tony Fisher and the Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples for 

their social justice programs.

Americans United is reaching the media 
and the public square 
Spreading the message of church-state separation is 

crucial to Americans United’s work. AU ensured that 

the American people and members of the media were 

informed about church-state issues.

Challenging a ‘deceitful narrative’ 

A major challenge for AU in 2022 was messaging 

around the Kennedy v. Bremerton School District 

case. Americans United represented the public school 

district in this case and had to work to set the record 

straight about what really happened in Bremerton and 

the “deceitful narrative” promulgated by the Christian 

Nationalist legal group that brought the lawsuit.

We worked cross-organizationally to mobilize the critical 

voice of faith leaders to speak out against coercive 

forms of religion in public schools. Media interest in 

this case was high, and AU President and CEO Rachel 

Laser traveled to Bremerton to do interviews on-site at 

the high school. The result was dozens of stories about 

the case in media outlets large and small. This joined 

a successful multiplatform earned and social media 

strategy that yielded hundreds of hits to shape the 

public understanding of this case.

Growing AU’s visibility 

Naturally, many other church-state issues came to the 

media’s attention in 2022, and AU worked hard to get its 

perspective out. Major media hits for 2022 include The 

New York Times, The Associated Press, The Washington 

Post, Religion News Service, Fox News Channel, CNN, 

USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, NBC 

News, ABC News, CBS News, The Wall Street Journal, 

The Hill, Bloomberg Law, Orlando Sentinel, PBS, 

CNBC, NPR, MSNBC, Ms. Magazine, Newsweek, Sports 

Illustrated, Time, Reuters, SCOTUSBlog, San Francisco 

Chronicle, Courthouse News and many others. AU also 

placed increased emphasis on podcasts in 2022, and 

staff members appeared on many of these web-based 

broadcasts. 
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Internal media 

To mark the 75th anniversary of Americans United, AU 

executed an organizational rebrand, giving AU a new 

look and new opportunities. We also added the tagline 

“Freedom Without Favor, Equality Without Exception.”

AU’s new website features more visual content, 

easier search functions and a streamlined look to 

keep visitors engaged.

Church & State, AU’s monthly membership magazine, 

ran a special series of 75th-anniversary articles in 

2022 highlighting people who have been important 

to the organization for over 75 years. 

AU’s “Wall of Separation” blog informed readers 

about developments in church-state separation and 

promoted the work of Americans United. Posts are 

shared on social media platforms.

AU’s social media presence grew in 2022, as the 

organization boosted its presence on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram, and other platforms. AU greatly 

increased its visibility by joining TikTok; some of 

these short videos reached hundreds of thousands of 

people in 2022.
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FY2022 Donors

We are pleased to recognize here our Guardians of 

Freedom. These are generous donors who contributed 

single gifts of $1,000 or more during the 2022 fiscal 

year, October 1, 2021 - September 30, 2022.

$100,000 or more

The John and Eula Mae 
Baugh Foundation

Borgenicht Foundation

Nancy J. Crown and Sam 
Weisman

Deer Creek Foundation

The Lisa and Douglas 
Goldman Fund

Barbara J. Meislin, the 
Purple Lady

Albert Schneider and 
Catherine Heron

Stiefel Freethought 
Foundation

Eddie Tabash

The William B. Wiener, Jr. 
Foundation

1 wishes to remain 
anonymous.

$50,000 to $99,999

David Beck and Debra 
Robins

Dr. Teresa Blaxton and 
Murray Garnick

craigslist Charitable Fund

Evolve Foundation

Mrs. Connie G. 
Schwarzkopf

Fred and Alice Stanback

1 wishes to remain 
anonymous.

$20,000 to $49,999

Altria

Ernest R. and Penelope
    Blake
Peter Boyer

Dr. Sheila Brown

Buckmaster Foundation

The William C. Bullitt 
Foundation

Robert and Sara Cannon

The Chrysalis Fund

Scott and Molly Forstall

Herb Block Foundation

Bob Holley and Martha 
Spear

Humanist Fund

The Jana Foundation

Keenan Family Trust

Paul Moe

Lynn and Michael 
Reichgott

Jamileh Schwartzbart 
Pott (in memory 
of Harry and Mary 
Schwartzbart)

$10,000 to $19,999

Drs. David A. Ackerman 
and Adrienne Tymiak

Lou Allstadt and Melinda 

Hardin

Ralph and Regina Anavy

Stan and Shelley Balis

Janene Brandenburg

Janet Conn and Mike 
Debelak

Barry P. Cooper

V. Alton Dohner

George A. Drastal

James H. Feit

Russell Frehling and 
Debra Blalock

Cookie Friedman

David Friend

Susan and John 
Hammiller

Tomlinson Holman and 
Fritz Koenig

Carol Hyne-Wells

Bob and Susan Kresek

Arthur Lipson and 
Rochelle Kaplan

Robert L. Liu

William E. Mastrocola and 
Earl L. Marble

Mrs. Glenda Garrelts 
Mattes

Stacey McCann

Jerome Meislin

Kenneth Meislin

Twila and Edward Miller

Clark and Jane Moeller

Drew D. Perkins

Adam R. Rose

Leora and Mort Rosen

Stephen L. Rosen

Lisa Cannon Taylor and 
Chuck Taylor

John and Anna Marie 
Thron

Frank Tobin and Ilene 
Chester

Benjamin A. Wade

Jeffrey and Elisha Zander

6 wish to remain 
anonymous.

$5,000 to $9,999

Daniel Adcock

Rochelle Armstrong

Rick Barabino

Andy and Cindra Barnard

Dr. Michele Bass

Drs. Clifford Beck and 
Hearee Chung

Phoebe P. Bender

Kenneth R. Button

Duff Dazley

Chris and Lara Deam

Frances L. Downing

Charles Engelke

Peter M. Enggass

John F. Estes and Norma 
Horner

Gertrude H. Ffolliott

Frank H. Foulkes

Neal and Ricki Lee Gafter

Janet Grossman

Joseph M. Heery

Richard and Beverly 
Hermsen

Thomas Hestwood and 
Therese Jezioro

Dolf Hubschman

Meryl James

Linda and Peter 
Jeschofnig

Everett Jones

Jay Jones

Becky Kleager and David 
Rusterholz

Sara and Joel Kremer

Ken and Kathy Lang

David P. McCallie, Jr.

Richard J. Meyer Fund

Mark Miller and Susan 
Samuelson

Guillaume Morin

The Pearlstein Family
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Dr. Paul Pentel

Jane Carter Pomerantz

Frances R. Posel

Susan and John Poulton

Robert S. Rifkind

Paul Rooney

Cynthia and Richard 
Rudder

Dr. David and Joanne Rudo

Arthur and Bunny Sandlin

Maida Schifter and Ralph 
Tryon

James W. Schumm, Ph.D.

Alan and Linda Shue

Dianne Shumaker and 
Robert Southern

Jill S. Slater

Jennifer Stanley

Drs. Dorothy and Edwin 
Sved

Greg Swift

Teresa L. Terada

D. Tober

Laura C. Trout

Robert F. Tucker, Sr.

Thomson von Stein

Carolyn Weller and Jim 
Houston

XYZ Fund

4 wish to remain 
anonymous.

$2,500 to $4,999

Gipson Arnold

Joshua Arnow and Elyse 
Arnow Brill

Robert A. Baker and 
Jacob I. Melamed

Allen J. Baum

Henry and Rhoda 
Bernstein

Lewis Black

James Blume and 
Kathryn W. Frank

Borenstein - Strauss 
Family Fund of 
Horizons Foundation

Capital Group

Central New York 
Community Foundation

Dr. Wendy Chavkin

Arnold Cohen

Gerald Cummings

Letitia Davidson

Dr. Robert H. Dickerson

Dr. Larry East

Douglas Ellenoff and 
Sabrina Allan

Tom Farber

Eric and Sydney Fisher

The Clem C. Glass 
Foundation

Hunter Gordon

Dr. George and Beth Gray

Dr. David and Rennie 
Greenfield

Judith R. Hance

Mrs. Kristi Hardin

Thomas C. and Mary Ann 
Hays Family Charitable 
Trust

Hemphill Family 
Foundation

Dwight R. Ittner

Mark and Maryann 
Jacobson

Capt. Gifford and Mary 
Jones

Janice J. Jurgens

Gary Kane

Dr. Richard and Leanne 
Kaslow

Charley Kearns and Frank 
Ching

Dr. Paul W. King and 
Cynthia Greenleaf

Ross Koningstein

Dr. Berton M. Lapidus

Robert I. Masta

Friedrike Merck

Maurice F. Meysenburg

Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. 
Michelson

Microsoft

Robert and Sara Miner

Moore Response 
Management Group

Paul Alan Morse

Walt and Edith Mossberg

Richard S. Nelson and 
Carol L. Enkoji

Karen Nixon and Clark 
Searle

James L. Padgett

Robert and Ann Parker

Mike Philips

Pool Family Fund

Paul Prenovitz

Thomas and Jodie 
Ramsay

Sue B. Reamer

Judith Rickard

Donald A. Robins

Evan and Sara Robinson

The Max and Tillie 
Rosenn Foundation

M. Duane Rutledge

James C. Sanford

Mary Lane Scherer and 
James Brous

Joel Shukovsky

Marvin A. Singleton

Peter and Aviva Sisitsky

Paul Sislin

Patricia Smith

Shirley and Stuart 
Speyer Family Fund, 
Community Foundation 
of Middle Tennessee

Robert K. Stoelting, MD

George Taler, MD

John M. Tubbs Trust

Allen Watson, III and 
Cecilia Ziemer Watson

John and Nancy Webster

Rod and Karen Wiens

David W. Wild

Sheila A. Wolfe

Randy and Nancy 
Wolman

Jane Wykoff

Frank H. Young

Stanley Shalom Zielony 
Foundation

15 wish to remain 
anonymous.

$1,000 to $2,499

Frederica Aalto (in 
memory of Robert O. 
Muller)

David A. Acton

Bruce and Susan Adams

Shari Agatstein

William K. Ahrens

Matt Alan

Jean M. Alberti, Ph.D.

Sherri and Rabbi Bob 
Alper

Daniel Altman and Elena 
Grable

Dean Amel and Terry 
Savela

Warren and Ann 
Anderson

James and Jane Angell

Marcy Anshen

Dr. Mark Applebaum and 
Joan Friedman

Evan Aptaker

John and Dorothy Aram

Brian Arbogast and 
Valerie Tarico

Peter Armstrong

The Artist’s Endowment 
of Coastal Community 
Foundation of SC

Patricia K. Atlee
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Dr. Marc Auerbach 
and Marjorie Eskay-
Auerbach

Arnold Auerhan

Karen Backus and Alan 
Goldberg

Dr. Christine Baker

Greg and Pam Baldwin

David and Debra Beadle

Samuel Beardsley

Reinier and Nancy 
Beeuwkes

Chuck and Betsy Berry

Richard and Eleanor Berry

Paul W. Black

Cynthia and John 
Blackledge

Robert Blake, MD

Roxane Bleiweis

Malcolm and Victoria Blier

Burt Bogardus

Rosalynn J. Bonamusa

Thomas E. Booth

Gail Bosso

Katie Boyer

Jack Bradshaw

Karl Brandspigel, M.D.

Larry and Lora Brandt

Jane W. Braus

Linda Brooks

Karen Susan Brown

Margaret B. Brown

Ed Buckner

Jerry Budin and Suzanne 
Meyer

Mr. Michael Buhl, Alius 
Buhl Advised Fund 
of The Community 
Foundation of Middle 
Tennessee

C. John and Janet Buresh

Robert Caddel and 
Sandra Crenshaw

Dr. John L. Callas

Steve Carper and Linda 
Saalman

Daniel Carr

Parris Caulk

The Cerf-Dunbar Fund

Sheila L. Chambers

Michele and Rory Childers

Steven Christian

Ben Cirrus and Jin Xink

Rodney and Cynthia Clark

Montgomery Cleworth

John Cohen

Judith and Edwin Cohen 
Foundation

Dr. Stephen A. Cohen

George C. Comden

Margaret and Kenneth 
Conrow

Annie Cooke

Charles Couric

Franklin Crabtree and 
Judith Azulay

Mona Crawford

David and Mark 
Cunningham

Allan and Kendra Daniel

Catherine L. Davis

Richard Davis

William and Dinah Davis

Delta Dental

Jeffrey Dennis

Leslie E. DesMarteau

Russell Doane

Doyle R. Dobbins

Alan P. Donaldson

Dennis and Carolyn Dunn

Nancy and Dick Eales

Ronald and Maureen 
Early

James Eberhardt

Jim Edwards and Sheila 
Hogan

Lauren Eusey and Paul 
Deal

Jean E. Feinberg

Roger K. Feinthel

Julie and John Feuerbach

First Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Ann 
Arbor

Doris Jeanette Foster

Linda Frank and Leonard 
Cohen

Randall and Ellen Frank

Dr. Gabriel Fried

Linda Fried

David S. Frieder

Nancy E. Friedman

Aviva Futorian

Sylvia Gallagher

Jill and Ira Gansler

Matthew Gardiner

Jean and Dr. James 
Genasci

Dr. Ivan B. Gendzel

David W. Gerridge

Jess Gersky

Ronald Gerstl

Mark and Pierce Gibson

Carolyn Gilbert

Prof. Emily R. Gill

Clare E. Given

Catherine Gledhill

Paul Godt

Robert Goldberg and 
Douglas Dorey

John P. Goldsborough

Janice T. Gordon

Barbara Gottlieb

Kenneth Gottschlich

Elmer Grable

Tyler S. Groo

Nicole Gueron

The Guillen and Lowe 
Families

Robert and Nell Hall

Peter and Harriet Hanauer

Michael D. Haney

Rhonda Hanna

Dr. Tom L. Hansen

David P. Hanson

Dr. Brice Harris, Jr.

Dr. David Harris

Paul and Martha Harris

Belva and Jon Hauxwell

Dr. Donald M. Hayes

Katarzyna A. Hebda

Carol Sue Hedtcke and 
Katherine Carmichael

Merrit Heminway

William B. Herdle

Frank Heselton

Jason E. Hill

Richard L. Hill

Shirley Hirschel

Bernard J. Hochman

Fredrick and Judith 
Hoeptner

Charles M. Holman

David M. Holt

Robert Hood

Kirk A. Hornbeck and 
Diana Chimes

David and Susan Hornish

The Rev. Donald Hostetler

Phillip Howard

Robert and JoAnne 
Hungate

Barbara Husseini

Marsha Ann Hutchins

John Ingold

Richard and Sandra 
Jackson

Jean Janecek

Mrs. Marcia Jeffries

Ava Jensen

Jewish Family Service of 
Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee

Joseph N. Johnson
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Edward and Joyce Kallgren

Eugene Kapaloski

Charles and Cawanua 
Keeling

Keith and Betty Kelly

Les and Arlyn Kerr

Elizabeth A. Ketelle

Fred Khoroushi and Gita 
Khadiri

Christopher P. Khoury, 
MD and Linda J. Corey

Douglas Kinney

Bryce Kinsey

Emanuel and Judith Klein 
Family Foundation

Judy A. Kleiner

James Kleinrath and 
Melody Singleton

James A. Klosty

Thaddeus Kopacki

Mark Kornblau

Lawrence Kreisman

Rob Kroder

Patricia L. Kruger

George Krumme

Daniel LaBar

Bernard Langeluttig

Eric Lara and Lawrence 
Kojaku

Randall Laroche and 
David Laudon

Rachel Laser and Mark 
Davies

Donald Lateiner and E. 
Marianne Gabel

Joan Lavier

Dick Lavine and Chula Sims

Amanda Lawhorn

Raymond F. Leanza

Andrew Lebor

Wynne LeGrow

Tom J. Leibowitz and 
Jodie Smith

Dr. Lawrence S. and Dr. 
Narcinda R. Lerner

William R. Lindsay

Kathryn Love

Marian P. Lowry

Michael Benjamin Lubic 
Fund

Craig Machado

Bruce MacKay

Tom Mantei and Anne 
Chasser Fund

Seth Marnin and Rachel 
Tiven

Dr. Glenn Martin

Natalie Martina

Daniel and Lenore Mass

Janet Matthews

Walter and Nancy McClure

Fred K. McCoy

Robert R. McCrae and 
William Newhall

Ben McKee

Francie McKenzie

John and Rebekah 
McReynolds

Douglas McVie

Barry Meadow

Marla M. Meislin

Donald Melman

Jeff Mendell and Eddie 
Adkins

Carolyn Meyer

Richard Michelman and 
Karen Meyer Fund of 
the Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation

J. Kent Miller

Joel S. Mindel

Susan Mitchell and 
Patrick O’Neil

The MJK Family 
Foundation

Modestus Bauer 
Foundation

Donna Moog and Leonard 
Landsbaum

Douglas and Laura Moran

Dr. James Morris

John M. Mueller

David and Inez Myers 
Foundation at the 
Jewish Federation of 
Cleveland

Maizy Myers

David C. Nelson

Bruce and Roberta Nemer

Sara Nerken

John Newsome

Martin H. Nickerson

Arthur and Sheila Nielsen

Mary E. Nikolay

Bill Nye

Tiffany Ochiltree

Brian L. Olson

Alison Orr-Andrawes

Howard and Karen Ort

Charles Owen

Saumil and Rajshekhar Oza

John C. Palmer

David and Ronnie Parker

Carol A. Parkhurst

Dr. T. R. Patterson

Daniel K. Paulien

Richard Paull

Michael Pearlman

Robert M. Pennoyer

Margot B. Perot

Mrs. Barbara Perreault

Kirk Pessner and Russ 
Miller

Kenneth J. Peters

Frank and Janina 
Petschek Foundation

Bob and Daphne Philipson

Patricia A. Pinkos

Jackie Pleet, MD and 
David Pleet, MD

The Polen Foundation

Miriam Pollet

Donald and Marjory Priest

Jo Priest

Robert Pulford

Dr. Mark and Mrs. Clara 
Pultman

Patrick Quilter

Rudy & Alice Ramsey 
Foundation

Lenny W. Rappe

Hera Reines

John and Elaine Reveley

Reynolds Family 
Foundation

Robert S. Rich

Dr. Bruce Romanish

Marjory Russell

The R. Ruth Foundation

Michael Alan Sacks

Joel Sanders

Joshua and Kathy Sands

John T. Sapienza, Jr.

William Scapell

Adam and Kirsten 
Schachter

Ellery Schempp and 
Arlene Germain

Sheila and David Schiferl

Clarine Schmukler

Rob Schreck

Keith Schrum

Margaret Schultz

David E. Scott

Jodie Scott

Katherine Shamey

Dr. Norman Shapiro 

Richard L. Shapiro

Robyn and Merrill Shapiro

Peter and Bonnie 
Sherwood

Benjamin Short

Chris Simpson and 
Charlotte LeGates

Linda Skory

Marti J. Sladek

Dr. Farren H. Smith
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Jim and Sherry Smith

Dr. John Snetsinger

Wayne Sobon and Robert 
McDonald

Dr. Jonathan G. Solomon

Adam Sonfield

Richard Speizman and 
Faith Horowitz

Robert J. Starshak and 
Ross W. Draegert

State Farm

John and Colleen Steel

Harriette Steelman 
and Charles L. Tabas 
Foundation

Bruce Stein and Christy 
Chuang-Stein

Nicholas Stephens

Sally Stephens

Lynn Stern and Jeremy 
Lang

Richard Strawbridge

Harold and Carol Strayer

John Strayer

John and Sheila Suarez

Bernard Sussman

Chandler Tagliabue

Robert Tammen

Dr. Douglas B. Tarpley

Penny and Ted Thomas 
Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community 
Foundation

Rick Thomas

Tom B. Thomas

Alexander Tievsky and 
Jeffrey Paulatti

Jerry Tigges

Lawrence Tom

Martha Doerr Toppin

Harriet Trevas

Diana Valois

Linda and Evert Volkersz

Dr. Richard and Madeleine 
Wachter Fund, 
Community Foundation 
for Southern Arizona

Margaret Watkins

Laura Wayne

Fred M. Webb

Philip R. Webb

Nancy and Dallas Weekley

Robert Weekley

Judy Weitzman

David M. Werdegar

John Wilson

Christine Winter

John Wolff

Calvin Wood

Carole and John Wooldrik

Diane Worden

Mrs. Jean Yngve

G. W. and Mary Pamela 
Zerba

Robert L. Zinn

Mrs. Michelle Zygielbaum

45 wish to remain 
anonymous.

Madison Society 

In fiscal year 2022, 2,484 
households supported 
AU through the Madison 
Society, our monthly 
giving program. We thank 
them for their generous 
ongoing support.

In Memory 

We honor the following 
dedicated members who 
remembered AU in their 
estate plans during fiscal 
year 2022. We extend 
our condolences to the 
families and loved ones 
they have left behind:

Janet Burk

Laura H. Chapman

Naomi A. Cowen

David Egen

David Fuhrman

Roosevelt George

Barbara Gittings

Marjorie Holden, Ph.D.

Carole Karash

Daniel Lednicer

Robert Mondor

Lee Ormsbee

Constance J. Seward

Marilyn Shaver

Iris A. Steel

Lois M. Tandy

Jerald Stillwell Thompson

Earl Wunderli

Dr. Laurence R. Young

4 wish to remain 
anonymous.
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Jefferson Circle

The following dedicated 
members have joined AU’s 
planned giving society 
by notifying AU during 
fiscal year 2022 of their 
planned gift intentions:

Dr. Will W. Adams, Jr

Lyric Y. Allen

Suzanne A. Ballard

Timothy M. Barnes

Deborah L. Beeksma

Benjamin H. Beierman

Raphael A. Bitton

Teresa R. Black

The Rev. Nancy E. Brink

Robert Brooke and Susan 
Ott

Wesley J. Brown

Rachel M. Bryant

James Carbone

Lisa Chien

Melissa Conder

Karen E. Costallos

Dale R. Coulson

Joe R. Crider

Daniel Curtin and Jerry 
Delaney

Nicole Daddio and 
Samuel Placette

Susanna C. Davis

Jessica L. Denny

Richard Dewitt

Meredith R. Duff

Amanda L. Dunsford

Marshall Ellenstein

Carolyn and Grant Evans

Marilyn Ewing

Luis Fadez

Mark Fisher

Kathleen S. Fontaine

Kathryn A. Fuhs

Stacey Gagle and Ruth 
West

William C. Garthright

Claude and Kimberly 
Goodman

Warren Green

Janet Grossman

Susan and John 
Hammiller

Savannah E. Harwood

Mrs. Adrienne S. Hastings

Jacob P. Hasty

Ashley H. Hayes

Dylan J. Hildenbrand

Ross R. Hippely

Jon W. Holden

Douglas E. Howe

Jack B. Jacobs

Jennifer Java

Edward and Sharon Jay

Cordell R. Jeffries

Wyn J. Jones

Cybil J. Kallevig

Lynne K. Kane

Drs. Richard Kanner and 
Suzanne Stensaas

Drs. Kathryn and James 
Kemp

Lee D. Leimberg

Steven and Tia Lentini

Dr. Lawrence S. and Dr. 
Narcinda R. Lerner

Mark B. Loggins

Michael Maher

Rachel A. Manzoni

Jason A. Markesich

Kevin Mathews and Maria 
Antequera

Mrs. Glenda Garrelts 
Mattes

Michael D. Mattil

Aaron M. McDonald

Kris McLaughlin

Jessica and Landon 
Moore

Christina N. Morrow

James R. Nelson

Lisa Newman and Marcy 
Merin

Ronald W. Nickell

Donna L. Nixon

Caitlyn and Liam O’Brien

Leslie Otto

John Paglia

Alice W. Papaliolios

Robert and Ann Parker

William D. Passage

Irene J. Putzer

Wendy Reeth

Gale G. Reid

Renee Lynn Reif

James G. Reynolds

James A. Rosebrook

Stephen L. Rosen

James D. Ross

Sosha Ruark

Georgianne Sabaric

Donna G. Schempp

Lisa J. Shaffer

Rhonda L. Sherman

Austin and Melanie Shields

Xavier Small

Peter Somers and Nancy 
Hanna-Somers

Michael C. Stentz

Sarah J. Stevens

John Michael Strubhart

Shaun G. Summers

Dan Sutton

Janet L. Swearingen

Eddie Tabash

Harry Floyd Taylor

Anthony Toby

Ana M. Underman

Kathryn and Lance 
Vaughn

Mark E. F. Wahl

Marie Walker

Vicki Wallshein

Tammy Wampler

William A. Weber

Chrystal M. Weigler

Robert N. Weismiller

Stephen J. Welch

Matthew D. Wigger

Robert J. Wilhelm

Dennis J. Wilson

Chance Tyler Wimberley

Deborah L. Wise

Frank Wissler

Stephen and Lilian Wolfe

Nina Zasorin, MD

5 wish to remain 
anonymous.
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Inspiring generosity:
AU donor Barbara Meislin works
to empower a new generation of
church-state separation defenders

Known by many as the Purple Lady, Barbara Meislin 
is a force for light and a harbinger of hope. A proud 
octogenarian, she has learned to respond to the 
hardships of life with purpose and determination, 
seizing opportunities to explore language, art, music, 
community connections, and the healing of the world at 
every turn. One important way she does this is through 
her philanthropic work. 

For the Purple Lady, philanthropy is a way to reach out 
to and empower others. She has long partnered with AU 
to do just that. 

Currently, her fervent hope is to inspire others to 
support a new generation of energetic young leaders 
through the recently established Next Generation Fund.

She chooses to act – not just on behalf of her own beliefs 
but on behalf of our children and grandchildren.

This is why in June 2022 the Purple Lady chose to 

honor AU’s 75th anniversary with a $250,000 matching 

gift to help kickstart a $750,000 campaign for our Next 

Generation Fund.

Focused specifically on building a new generation of 

lawyers, advocates, and policymakers who will fight to 

advance and protect the separation of church and state, 

she believes the Next Generation Fund encourages and 

empowers a new generation of leaders to rise up and shine. 

She also hoped her gift would inspire other AU members 

to participate in the campaign.

We’re thrilled to report that it did. Within three months 

of launching the campaign, AU donors had donated over 

$250,000, unlocking her $250,000 matching gift. By 

December 2022, we had surpassed our goal of raising 

$750,000 to seed the Next Generation Fund.

Meeting this goal was simply the beginning, as we 

continue to raise money for our Next Generation Fund 

and equip the leaders who will drive AU and its work 

forward now and for at least the next 75 years.

With every major gift, I have always asked 
myself “Will this donation make a real 
difference to the survival of our democracy?” 
The answer to that question is a definite 
“yes” when it comes to AU. Without AU 
underscoring and protecting the core 
protections at the heart of our democracy, 
we would be in very dangerous territory.

My hope is with the younger generation. 
It’s through them that we will sustain and 
strengthen the experiment we call democracy.

THE PURPLE LADY

As one of AU’s most consistent supporters, the Purple 
Lady has deep concerns about the ways in which 
growing currents of fear and violence threaten to 
turn back protections integral to our well-being. Even 
as she laments the challenges we face now – with 
growing religious and racial hatred and other forms of 
discrimination, dishonest and divisive political voices, 
global health issues, climate, and nuclear crises – she 
refuses to become discouraged or hopeless. 



Thank you to all our supporters. 

Our work would not be possible without your generous investments.
For more information, please visit our website at au.org.

Americans United for Separation of Church and State
1310 L Street NW, Suite 200 Washington, D.C. 20005


